
MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT  

WATER MANAGEMENT ADMINISTRATION 
 

NOTICE OF TENTATIVE DETERMINATION 
 

General Permit for Discharges from Mineral Mines, Quarries, Borrow Pits and 

Concrete and Asphalt Plants 

  
 
The Department proposes to reissue the State/NPDES (National Pollution Discharge Elimination 

System) 10MM (NPDES No. MDG49) General Discharge Permit from Mineral Mines, Quarries, 
Borrow Pits, and Concrete and Asphalt Plants with the new 15MM General Discharge Permit.  The 

15MM permit applies to stormwater and wastewater discharges from mineral mines, concrete and 
asphalt plants, and stormwater runoff from associated co-located or appurtenant activities in the 

state of Maryland.   

 
The permit requires specific control measures at the facility based on facility type.  When the 

permit is formally adopted, industries currently covered by the 10MM permit will have 6 months 
to file a notice of intent (NOI), fee payment, and an electronic version of a Stormwater Pollution 

Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to the Department to obtain coverage under the reissued permit. 

 
This updated permit requires process water meet certain standards, and that pollution of 

stormwater be minimized based on certain best management practices.   The proposed permit 
requires monitoring and on-line electronic submission of Discharge Monitoring.   

Numeric Limits for Discharges from: 
1. wet deck storage areas; 

2. phosphate fertilizer manufacturing (SIC 2874); 

3. asphalt emulsion facilities; 
4. material storage pile runoff at cement manufacturing facilities; 

5. concrete mixer trucks, moulds, buildings and equipment washing; 
6. dewatering and/or process water discharges at crushed or broken limestone mining 

facilities (SIC 1422); 

7. dewatering discharges at crushed stone mining facilities (SIC 1423 – 1429); 
8. dewatering discharges at construction sand and gravel mining facilities (SIC 1442) and 

clay mines (SIC 1455-1459); 
9. dewatering discharges at industrial sand mining facilities (SIC 1446); and 

10. wastewater from hydrodemolition operations. 

 
Furthermore, it requires monitoring without limits and corrective actions based on benchmark 

parameters for the following industrial sectors:   
1. log storage and handling facilities (SIC 2411) - total suspended solids (TSS) at 100 mg/L; 

2. natural woodwaste facilities (SIC 2499) - chemical oxygen demand (COD) at 120 mg/L, 
and total suspended solids (TSS) at 100 mg/L; 

3. composting facilities (SIC 2875) - nitrate plus nitrite nitrogen at 0.68 mg/L, total lead at 

0.014, total iron at 1.0 mg/L, total zinc at 0.04 mg/L and phosphorus at 2.0 mg/L; 
4. asphalt paving and roofing materials (SIC 2951, 2952) - total suspended solids (TSS) at 

100 mg/L.; 
5. clay product manufacturers (SIC 3251-3259, 3261-3269) - total aluminum at 0.75 mg/L; 

6. concrete and gypsum product manufacturers (SIC 3271-3275) - total suspended solids 

(TSS) at 100 mg/L, and reporting for total iron; 
7. sand and gravel mining (SIC 1442-1446) - nitrate plus nitrite nitrogen at 0.68 mg/L, total 

suspended solids (TSS) at 100 mg/L; 



8. stone and minerals (SIC 1411, 1422-1429, 1481, 1499) - total suspended solids (TSS) at 

100 mg/L; and 
9. concrete or asphalt recycling - pH 6.0 - 9.0 and total suspended solids (TSS) at 100 

mg/L. 
 

There are also requirements for inspection and reporting.  The results of discharge monitoring 

reports must be submitted electronically to the Department.  Quarterly visual examinations of 
stormwater discharges and comprehensive annual inspections are required to evaluate the 

effectiveness of the SWPPP.  The Quarterly Visual Monitoring Form and Annual Inspection Report 
summarizing these self-performed examinations must be maintained on-site with the SWPPP. 

 
Finally, the permit includes several clarifications on the types of eligible discharges authorized by 

the permit and updates various permit conditions, requirements to obtain coverage under an 

individual permit, as necessary; termination of coverage under a permit; continuation of an 
expired general permit; the definitions for stormwater associated with industrial activity, impaired 

water, total maximum daily load (TMDL) and other terms; facility operation and maintenance; 
permit modification; and civil penalties for violations of permit conditions. 

 

The Department will hold a public hearing concerning the tentative determination on September 
9, 2016 at 1PM in the Aqua Conference Room 1005 at the Maryland Department of 

the Environment, 1800 Washington Boulevard Baltimore, MD 21230. 
 

Any hearing impaired person may request an interpreter at the hearing by contacting Office of 
Fair Practices, at (410) 537-3964 at least ten working days prior to the scheduled hearing date.  

TTY users should contact the Maryland Relay Service at 1-800-201-7165. 

 
Written comments concerning the tentative determination will be considered in the preparation of 

a final determination if submitted to the Department at the below address, on or before 
September 16, 2016. The draft permit is available on MDE’s website and can be found at 

http://bit.ly/MDE-MMGP during the above comment period.  Any questions should be directed to 

Maryland Department of the Environment, Water Management Administration, 1800 
Washington Blvd., Ste. 455, Baltimore, MD 21230-1708, Attn: Paul Hlavinka, 

Industrial Permits Division, at paul.hlavinka@maryland.gov, or by telephone at 410-537-3323 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Copies of the document 

may be obtained at a cost of $0.36 per page.     

 
 

Publication Dates: Please publish on week of 7/18/2016 and 7/25/2016 
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