
3.26 ENVIRONMENTAL SANITARIAN LICENSE 

i Question: Do you routinely perform inspections and investigations related to enforcing Maryland’s 
health and environmental laws and regulations? 

 

Important Notice: 
Based on legislation that passed during the last 
session (i.e., SB450/HB511), MDE's Environmental 
Sanitarian Board (with a new name, the 
Environmental Health Specialist Board) will be 
transferred from MDE to DHMH effective July 1, 
2012. 

 
Why do I need this approval? 
The State Board of Environmental Sanitarians 
regulates professionals who routinely perform 
inspections and investigations related to enforcing 
Maryland’s health and environmental laws and 
regulations. These sanitarians work in the following 
areas: 
 Manufacturing, preparation, handling, distribution or 
sale of food and milk control 

 Air quality 
 Solid waste disposal 
 Insect & rodent control 
 Recreational sanitation 

 Water supply and treatment 
 Wastewater management and disposal 
 Vector control 
 Noise control 
 Institutional and residential sanitation 

 Product safety 

What laws or regulations give MDE the legal 
authority to issue this approval? 
STATE: Environment Article, Title 11; COMAR 
26.07.01 through 26.07.04. 

What is the process to get this approval? 
1) The Board normally meets on the first Wednesday 

of each month and reviews all completed applications. 
2) Written notification of the Board’s decision and 

additional instructions for completing the license 
requirements are sent to each applicant. 
APPLICATIONS 
Application for a Sanitarian License (Form 
MDE/WMA/BES/INT) 
Application for Training Program Approval (Form 
MDE/WMA/BES/TRN) 

Are there any other requirements? 
PRE-APPROVAL: 
1) To qualify for a license, an applicant must pass the 

Board’s comprehensive examination, or an equivalent 

examination given by a sanitarian licensing board in 
another state. 
2) Qualification for examination: 24 months of 

experience in a sanitarian-in-training program 
approved by the Board with a baccalaureate 
degree that includes at least 30 semester 
hours credit in the physical, biological, or 
environmental sciences, at least 1 laboratory 
course in 2 of the following fields: chemistry, 
physics, and biology; and a course in 
mathematics. Less experience is required 
with a masters degree in public health or a 
baccalaureate degree in environmental health 
or environmental science, or with 60 or more 
science credits in the baccalaureate degree. 

3) To apply: 
a. Submit the application form and application fee to 

the Board; 
b. Send transcripts of college course work directly from 

the educational institution to the Board. POST-
APPROVAL: To renew the license, submit to the 
Board, an application, a renewal fee and verification 
of completion of at least 20 clock hours of Board-
approved training in environmental health during the 
previous two year period. 

How long should I expect it to take to get this 
approval once I submit a complete application? 
Type of License Turnaround Time 
New licenses 45 days 
Renewal licenses 30 days  

Once I get this approval, how long will it last? 

Must renew every two years 

How much will this approval cost? 
Type of Fee Fee 
Application fee $50 
Examination fee $125 
License fee $50 
Renewal fee $100 every two years  

Do I need to know any additional information? 
Exams are generally held in April, August, and 
December each year. 

Who do I contact with additional questions? 
E. Lee Haskins 
Board of Environmental Sanitarians 
lhaskins@mde.state.md.us  
(410) 537-3597 

mailto:lhaskins@mde.state.md.us
http://dhmh.maryland.gov/behs/SitePages/Home.aspx
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