
COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE  
& SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES (CEJSC) 

February 14, 2008 Meeting 
 

Lowe House Building, Annapolis 
Room 302 

9:30 – 11:30 A.M. 
 

Meeting Summary  
 

Meeting Participants  
 
Commissioners:    
Scot Spencer 
Del. Elizabeth Bobo 
Arabia Davis (MDP Designee) 
Cliff Mitchell (DHMH Designee) 
Andy Fellows 
Rosa Hart-Burnstein 
Betty Dabney 
Richard Fairbanks 
Vernice Miller-Travis 
Solomon Omo-Omosagie 
John Quinn 
Hope Williams (Baltimore City Designee)  

Guests: 
Siria Silas 
Thomasina Scott 
Jeaneatte Gilmore 
Jeffrey Fretwell 
John Papagni 
Jonathan Nwagbaraocha 
Cheryle Wilson 
Beth Stroeman 

Dorothy Morrison (MDE) 
 
Agenda Items 
Introductions 
Approval of January 17th Minutes 
Amendments to Bylaws  
Middle Branch Master Plan 
Testimony from Cherry Hill Residents  
Update on lead bills from Coalition to End Child Hood Lead Poisoning 
 
Approval of Minutes and Amendments to Bylaws 
January minutes were approved and members voted to amend the existing bylaws. 
 
Middle Branch Master Plan 
Beth Stroeman with Baltimore City Planning Department briefly highlighted the Middle 
Branch plan as it relates to addressing key environmental Justice issues: 

1. meaningful public participation, 
2. disproportionate environmental impacts, and 
3. enforcement of environmental laws 

 
(See meeting handouts 1 and 2 on pages 4 and 5 for details). 
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Ms. Stroeman pointed out that master plans have no legal ramifications and are used just 
as guides for development. The legal instruments that are enforceable include plan unit 
developments and zoning ordinances. 

 
Testimony from Cherry Hill Residents  
Representatives from the Cherry Hill community expressed some of their concerns with 
regards to proposed development in the middle branch master area. Concerns included: 
 

1. Availability of affordable housing 
2. Impact of the West Port development on traffic- A transportation study is needed, 

but has not yet been performed. The claim by residents is that currently, there are 
only two viable ways to get in and out of the Cherry Hill community. Additional 
development bringing in more traffic will make it increasingly difficult for Cherry 
Hill residents to get in and out of their homes in a timely manner. 

3. There is inadequate public transit available to Cherry Hill residents currently.   
4. Environmental degradation of the WOMAC development project, which has 

come to a stand still. 
5. Water main breaks and blackouts in the community 

 
With regards to transportation, Ms. Stroeman mentioned that MTA had participated in 
development of the Middle Branch plan development. The recommendations were that 
light rail be improved and shuttle service be instituted to go around the community. 
 
The Commission proposed conducting a site visit in April to Cherry Hill and the 
surrounding area to gain a better understanding of residents’ concerns. Representations 
from Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) will be invited on this visit, as the 
bulk of the concerns expressed were centered on transportation-related issues. Chris 
Patusky of MDOT will be the initially contact regarding the site visit. 
 
Update on Lead Bills 
Jonathan Nwagbaraocha with the Coalition to End Childhood Lead Poisoning brought to 
the attention of commissioners a number of lead bills to monitor that were either under 
development or had dropped. Among those bills were: 
 

1. HB 62 and SB 97 – Lead in toys. 
2. HB 589 and SB 587 – Relocation bill 
3. HB 2273 - Dust testing requirement 
4. HB 1164 – Workforce Bill to protect workers in high lead environments 
5. Demolition Bill- No bill number yet, but is currently being drafted 

 
Bill Sponsored by the Coalition: 

6. HB 1241 Market share Bill- liability for lead paint manufacturer 
7. SB 1118 – Bringing properties to compliance 
8. SB 1261 – Discrimination in housing based on source of income 
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Other Bills of Interest: 
9. HB 369 – Chesapeake Bay Trust Fund 
10. HB 555 - Mobile home park relocation, fair compensation 
11. HB 1196 – Maryland Healthy Places Act   
   

 
Betty Dabney offered to provide comments for the lead in toys bill on behalf of the 
Commission. 
 
 
**The next meeting will be held on Thursday, March 20th, 2008 at the Banneker 
Douglas Museum in Annapolis located in the Old Mount Moriah A.M.E. Church at 
84 Franklin Street ** 
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Meeting Handout -1 
 

Environmental Justice Commission Specific Questions regarding  
the Middle Branch Master Plan 

 
1. Will the Middle Branch Master Plan result in environmental pollution to a greater 

degree in the Cherry Hill community than in the other communities that are part of 
the plan? 
Answer: No. All properties within the Middle Branch Master Plan boundaries are 
former or current industrial sites with some Brownfields issues. The Plan directs that 
these sites be cleaned up and converted to non-industrial mixed-use developments 
that: 

- Incorporate Green Building construction to reduce pollution (pg 40, 41, 
45);   

- Guarantee public access (pg 26,27)  
- Encourage transit improvements and transit oriented design to 

discourage new roads and auto use (and pollution)(pg 56); 
- Create new open space and protect existing open space (pg 26-29, 41). 
 

2.  Is there unequal enforcement of environmental laws in the targeted area? 
 Answer: No. The Middle Branch Plan calls for strict enforcement of existing 
environmental laws with recommendations for more restrictive standards in all areas of the 
Plan (pg 70-72). 
 
3. Was there a lack of meaningful public involvement in the development process for the 
Middle Branch Master Plan or Cherry Hill Master Plan? 
Answer: There was adequate and extensive public involvement. The Middle Branch Plan 
public process was handled in the standard method that all public plans are handled by the 
Department of Planning according to City policy. This process included: 
 

 Twenty-eight public meetings were held to discuss the Middle Branch Plan. Six 
meetings were held specifically with Cherry Hill to present and discuss the Plan. 
Also, six of the general Middle Branch Master Plan meetings were held in the 
community of Cherry Hill to make it easier for them to attend. (A Table of public 
meetings is attached for review). 

 Public Notification: Notification of the public was done in the following manor: 
- Master notification list developed with input from community planners, 

community association leaders, public meeting sign in sheets, property 
ownership data; 

- Meeting notifications were mailed through U.S. Postal Service; 
- E-mails; 
- Web page postings; 
- Flyers at each door in community; 
- Attendance at normally scheduled Community Meetings and 

distribution/announcement of future meetings. 
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Meeting Handout -2 
 
 

MIDDLE BRANCH MASTER PLAN PUBLIC MEETINGS 
 
Meeting Type/Subject Time Date Location 
Middle Branch Forum 8:30 am - Noon 11/16/06 Baltimore Rowing 

Ctr – Cherry Hill 
Middle Branch MP 
Kick-Off Public 
Meeting 

6:00 pm 3/12/07 Department of 
Planning 

Subcommittee Mtg: 
Design and 
Development 

8:30 am 3/26/07 Department of 
Planning 

Community Mtg: 
Westport, Mt. 
Winans/Lakeland 

6:30 pm 3/31/07 Westport Academy 

Subcommittee Mtg 
Heritage and Tourism 

2:00 pm 4/11/07 Department of 
Planning 

Subcommittee Mtg 
Transportation  

4:30 pm 4/11/07 36 South Charles 
Street 

Community Mtg: 
Cherry Hill Trust – 
Housing Committee 
Cherry Hill Master 
Plan 

6:00 pm 4/12/07 Cherry Hill Town 
Ctr – Senior Ctr 

Subcommittee Mtg: 
Design and 
Development 

8:30 am 4/18/07 Department of 
Planning 

Subcommittee Mtg 
Transportation 

6:00 pm 4/24/07 36 South Charles 
Street 

Subcommittee Mtg: 
Parks and Open Space 

6:00 pm 4/23/07 2600 Madison Ave 

Subcommittee Mtg: 
Design and 
Development 

6:00 pm 4/26/07 Department of 
Planning 

Subcommittee Mtg 
Transportation 

5:00 pm 5/7/07 Baltimore Rowing 
Ctr – Cherry Hill 
(CH) 

Subcommittee Mtg 
Transportation 

6:00 pm 5/16/07 Cherry Hill Health 
Ctr 

Subcommittee Mtg: 
Parks and Open Space 

6:00 pm 5/17/07 Cherry Hill Health 
Ctr 

Community Mtg: 
Westport, Mt. 
Winans/Lakeland 

6:00 pm 5/31/07 Lakeland Recreation 
Ctr. 
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Page 2  MIDDLE BRANCH MASTER PLAN PUBLIC MEETINGS 
Meeting Type/Subject Time Date Location 
Community Mtg: 
Cherry Hill Trust – 
Cherry Hill Master 
Plan 

6:00 pm 6/5/07 Cherry Hill Town 
Ctr – Senior Ctr 

Subcommittee Mtg: 
Design and 
Development 

6:00 pm 6/6/07 Department of 
Planning 

Community Mtg: 
Cherry Hill Trust – 
Cherry Hill Master 
Plan 

6:00 pm 6/14/07 Cherry Hill Town 
Ctr – Senior Ctr 

Master Plan Progress 
Meeting– All 
Committees Report 
Out/Public Discussion 

6:00 pm 6/19/07 Baltimore Rowing 
Ctr – Cherry Hill 

Subcommittee Mtg: 
Design and 
Development 

6:00 pm 6/25/07 Department of 
Planning 

Subcommittee Mtg: 
Design and 
Development 

6:00 pm 7/10/07 Department of 
Planning 

Youth 
Discussion/Presentation 
at CH Summer Youth 
Program 

2:00 pm 7/17/07 Cherry Hill Town 
Ctr – Senior Ctr 

Cherry Hill Public 
Meeting – Cherry Hill 
Development Corp 

7:00 pm 8/2/07 HABC Community 
Center 

Planning Commission 
Public Hearing 

3:00 pm 8/9/07 Department of 
Planning 

Westport Mt Winans 
Lakeland 

10:00 am 9/4/07 Westport Academy 

Cherry Hill Public 
Meeting – Cherry Hill 
Development Corp 

6:00 pm 9/5/07 Cherry Hill Health 
Ctr 

Cherry Hill Public 
Meeting – Cherry Hill 
Development Corp 

6:00 pm 9/17/07 Cherry Hill - School 
181 

Planning Commission 
Hearing  

7:00 pm 9/20/07 Department of 
Planning 

 
 
 


