
NAVIGATION

Distance from MHW 
to edge of navigable 
channel  less than 35 

feet

Water Depth at Toe 
of Bank

Water Depth is 
greater than minus 2 

Feet at MLW

Depth of Water

At 35 ft channelward 
depth is greater than 

3.5 ft 

Fetch

Fetch is greater than 3 
miles

Bottom Substrate

Bottom substrate is 
firm

Sensitive Species

Living Shoreline 
would adversely 

impact sensitive fish, 
plant, and wildlife 

habitat

Apply for Waiver

Site Characteristics 
are marginal for a 
living Shoreline

Bank Elevation

Top of Bank is greater 
than 4.5 ft at MLW

Bank Orientation (B)

Bank or Tree cover can 
be altered to allow for 
adequate sunlight to 

reach marsh vegetation

Bank Grading

The Bank can be 
graded

Living Shoreline

Living Shoreline 
is recommended
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Apply for Waiver

Impacts to Sensitive 
Species makes Living 
Shoreline Impractical

Apply for Waiver

Physical Constraints 
make Living 

Shoreline Impractical

Living Shoreline

Waiver Flowchart

Bank Orientation (A)

Bank orientation or tree 
cover  prevents marsh 

from receiving 6 hours of 
sunlight per day

NO

NO YES


