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Purpose of this Action 
 
The purpose of this action is to remove Mount Saint Mary's College 1979 Consent Order from 
Maryland's State Implementation Plan because the coal-fired F. Keeler Company Boiler has been 
modified by removing the coal firing capability and converting the boiler to mainly fire natural 
gas with  No. 2 fuel oil backup. The Department issued a construction permit for this 
modification on July 18, 2000.  
 
This action will be submitted to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for approval 
as a revision to Maryland's State Implementation Plan (SIP). 
 
Background 
 
The 1979 Consent Order provided an exception to Maryland's fuel burning regulations to allow 
the construction of a 25 million BTU per hour coal fired boiler.  The specific regulations which 
probably would be violated were: 
COMAR 10.18.03.02B   Requirement for zero visible emissions 
COMAR 10.18.03.03B(2)b      Requirement that particulate matter not exceed 0.03 gr/SCFD 
COMAR 10.18.03.03B(2)c(2) Requirement for dust collectors 
COMAR 10.18.03.06D(2)        Prohibition of small solid-fuel boilers  
 
The Department approved the construction of the coal fired boiler because the regulations that 
would be violated were in the process of being relaxed in rural areas, including Frederick 
County.  The boiler was required to meet the proposed new regulations: 
COMAR 10.18.03.02A  Requirement not to exceed 20 % opacity  
COMAR 10.18.03.03B(3)  Requirement that particulate matter not exceed 0.10 gr/dscf 
 
The new boiler was required to be stack tested to demonstrate compliance with the particulate 
matter regulation. 
 
The Consent Order was signed on March 8, 1979 and approved by EPA on March 18, 1980.  In 
January, 1983, multicyclones were installed on the boiler.   
 
On July 18, 2000, a permit to construct was issued for removing the coal firing capability and 
connecting the boiler to natural gas with No. 2 oil backup.  The boiler burning natural gas with 
No. 2 oil backup is now in compliance with all State-enforceable and SIP-enforceable Maryland 
regulations.  When burning natural gas, there are no particulate requirements and the units 
always comply with the visible emissions standards.  Therefore the Consent Order is no longer 
required. 
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Sources Affected and Location  
 
The one affected source is Mount St. Mary's University (formally "Mount St. Mary's College") 
and is located in Emmitsburg, Maryland (Frederick County). 
 
 


